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MOORA RESIDENTIAL COLLEGE — CLOSURE 

379. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Premier: 

I refer to a briefing note obtained through freedom of information and received by the Minister for Education and 
Training on 13 June 2017, which details options for the closure of the Moora Residential College and warns of 
negative consequences for Central Midlands Senior High School and the local Moora community. 

(1) Can the Premier confirm that the Moora Residential College was being considered for closure prior to the 
release of the state budget in September 2017? 

(2) Can the Premier confirm that the decision to close the college had nothing whatsoever to do with the gold 
royalty and everything to do with his government’s inability to fund the Metronet program? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

(1)–(2) The answer to the second component of the question is no. I cannot quite remember the first part of the 
question, but I think the answer is no. The fact of the matter is that the previous government had eight 
and a half years in office and it did not fund the upgrades. 

Mr D.T. Redman: We did. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: No, you did not because it is not upgraded. The previous government had eight and a half 
years in office and it blew the state’s debt by $40 billion but it did not fund the upgrades. Go back and tell the 
people of Moora that you had nearly nine years and you did not do it! 

I want to draw the house’s attention to another aspect of this. I wonder when the Nationals and the Liberal Party 
will talk about another regional issue: the defunding of housing and maintenance in remote communities for 
Aboriginal people. I have not heard members opposite raise that issue once. The federal government is pulling out 
$100 million a year, and members opposite sit there — 

Several government members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: The Premier is on his feet—silence please! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The federal government is pulling $100 million out of that scheme for some of the most 
disadvantaged people in the entire country and members opposite have never raised a whisper about it—not once! 
Why do they not stand up and promote that issue? That is a regional development issue and a regional justice issue 
that deserves some attention from the state Liberal and National Parties. Rather than asking me the same question 
week in and week out, why do they not go and do something about that with their federal colleague—the combined 
Liberal–National fellow from the Northern Territory—Minister Scullion? Why do they not go and talk to him 
about it and do something constructive in that regard? Why do they not make speeches in here about that rather 
than ask me the same question week in and week out that I have answered probably 15 times? 
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